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 Prof. Paul Nation is a Professor in Applied Linguistics at the School of Linguistics and Applied 
Language Studies (LALS) at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. He supervises MA and 
PhD research on vocabulary and teaches courses on the teaching and learning of vocabulary. 
He has taught in Indonesia, Thailand, the United States, Finland and Japan. His most recent 
sabbatical leave was spent in Japan in 2007. His books include Teaching and Learning Vocabulary 
(Heinle and Heinle, 1990), New Ways in Teaching Vocabulary (TESOL, 1994), Learning 
Vocabulary in Another Language (Cambridge University Press, 2001) and Focus on Vocabulary 
(with Peter Gu) (2007). His publications include articles and books on teaching and learning 
vocabulary, language teaching methodology, and curriculum design. In addition he has written 
several booklets to be used in the courses he teaches. His most recent book on vocabulary is 
called Teaching vocabulary: strategies and techniques(2008) Heinle Cengage Learning, Boston. 
He is responsible for teaching LALS522 Teaching and Learning Vocabulary. This course involves 
study of the direct and indirect learning and teaching of vocabulary through the skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. Current PhD theses being supervised include learning vocabulary 
through writing, the role of proper names in listening comprehension, polysemy and foreign 
language learners, creating a high frequency vocabulary list. and techniques(2008) Heinle 
Cengage Learning, Boston. He is responsible for teaching LALS522 Teaching and Learning 
Vocabulary. This course involves study of the direct and indirect learning and teaching of 
vocabulary through the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Current PhD theses 
being supervised include learning vocabulary through writing, the role of proper names in 
listening comprehension, polysemy and foreign language learners, creating a high frequency 
vocabulary list. 
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